
Conclusions and final discussion session NASE Course 2012 – Ecuador 

 

The NASE course was developed in the city of Quito, Ecuador, in the premises of 

the University of Quito. 

The group discussion focused on the general situation of science education in 

Ecuador 

At the secondary level there is Bachelor of Science. They discussed issues of 

Natural Sciences, but does not include content in Astronomy. However, some 

physics teachers show content and applications in the discipline. Attendees 

highlighted that in many cases, there are no teachers trained to deliver safely 

Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics, and that is why college graduates in these 

issues teach classes at the secondary level. 

In general, teachers are not adequately trained in natural sciences, their training is 

primarily in the areas of pedagogy. They do not usually work with experimental and 

theoretical applications of the topics treated. 

 

Attendees agree that knowledge of secondary teachers are limited, this fact is also 

observed in primary, so this course would also serve to primary if it adapt. 

The activities developed in the course are good, but if it dictates to people who are 

not directly linked to Science, it would be convenient extend the time to allow 

attendees reproduce the activities and assimilate the contents. 

 

Regarding the dissemination of astronomy in an area such as the Planetarium of 

Quito, the general comment is that the guides do not follow a script and therefore 

make mistakes during performances. 

We discuss the characteristics and the recipients of NASE (Rosa) 

 

It manifests the need to adapt to each country. It is suggested to repeat any of the 

contents, choosing topics and deliver them throughout the year modules, and only 

reproduce once a year the entire course. 

Regarding weaknesses NASE in Ecuador, attendees discussed: 



 

a) The desirability of conducting the proposed meeting prior to the course to 

unify criteria and know how to deliver the workshops. This meeting not took 

place even was planned 

b) The modification of the date of issue for future editions. Think it is suggested 

in the summer, from July to September. 


