
Conclusions of NASE Course in Paraguay. 

Working Group 2 

Report 

The working group was developing with a reduced assistance due to date and time. 

To start the discussion, commented on what it means to the organizers of NASE analyze the 

impact of the course and described to exemplify success stories that emerged as a result of NASE 

in other countries. 

Teachers expressed and shared the difficulties that in general had to attend the course. They were 

associated especially with: 

a) Lack of information on the course, they get information through non-official ways 

b) Unawareness in the same university, where they were to gather information. 

c) Lack of support for assistance from their managers 

d) Time of year where the course was held: November is a month of evaluation and closing 

of the school year.  

Despite these problems, there were teachers from other localities, beyond Asuncion, such as 

Paraguari (60km) and Chaco (500 km) away. 

Some of the teachers, said they attended the course for personal interest only, others for accurate 

answers to questions related to astronomy (one of them gave the example of the long count 

calendar of the Maya and their meanings) 

Astronomy in Paraguay is not a curriculum subject, as happens in most countries, are among those 

who dictate content in the space of Natural Sciences, during the primary cycle. In high school, 

there is no matter (Part of the lack of support from the principal ship of the schools is associated 

with this).   

In Paraguay, the Ministry of Education offers training courses that are reduced to reading and 

group discussion of texts. The sessions are mandatory, but the teacher does not appropriate any 

new teaching strategy or pedagogical. 

Teachers attending the course commented very favorably with that seen in the course of four 

days, both for content, and for the way they are presented. Especially highlighted as strengths of 

NASE: 

a) Purely practical activities 

b) Teaching 

c) The dynamics of the workshops 

d) The time that experiences can be performed  

e) The "see and do" which involves "immediately bring the classroom activity" 



Teachers in remote areas of Asuncion, Paraguay interior, commented that in their sites, they have 

the advantage of dark skies and clear horizons, thus practice abroad is certainly something that 

will take place . Are these teachers who propose NASE members Paraguay repeat the course in 

their cities, ensuring that assistance will be large. Fredy Doncel l states that it Faculty could 

support this type of activity inside, because this is part of its policy of expansion. It reiterates that 

the appropriate date for the completion of the course would be July. 

A general comment is that it would be desirable that similar NASE  courses were issued in all 

subjects of the curriculum. 

The working group also served for that several teachers will comment on experiences that have to 

do with workshops applicable to different areas of the natural sciences, such as the project "Water 

for Life", which is based on the use of recyclable materials for classroom work on the subject of 

rational use of water resources. Struck that being this a national project, most teachers unknown 

their existence. 

Finally, we comment on the existence in Paraguay of the Association of Amateur Astronomers, 

which visits to different cities and promotes astronomical observation with telescopes. (watch 

www.astropar.org) 

Teachers exchanged email addresses and requested a special way, the repetition of the course. 

Several asked if assistance was allowed a second edition. Surprised a final comment, linked with a 

teacher who did the course in 2011, which the professor who made the comment knew, which is 

that the NASE alumnus never implemented any of its developed activities in NASE. The same 

teacher that did the comment was surprised, because, in his words (which all present joined)  the 

great interest of the program is how easy it is to use any of its contents in any area of Natural and 

Social Sciences. 

http://www.astropar.org/

