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Milky Way ðHatu Mayu (Sky River))

The Milky Way is present in the astronomical 

traditions of  various aboriginal cultures. Many 

groups view the Milky Way as a heavenly river 

and identify dark clouds or nebulae as animals 

in their daily lives.



The Incas, with significant astronomical knowledge, 

named the stars forming constellations and had a unique 

type of  "constellation" the dark clouds (yana phuyu) that 

draw the arms of  the Milky Way.



The dark constellations were classified according to their color in 

yana (dark), muru (multicolored or mottled) or red.



Note the position of  the

Milky Wayon the Decembersolstice

Credit: At the crossroads of Earth and Heaven, Gary Urton. 

The Chakanawasidentified with the SouthernCross.



In order of  appearance, beginning September-October:

ÅSnake (Mach'acuay) 



ÅToad (Hanp'atu) 



ÅPartridge (Yutuo or Llutu) 



ÅThe llama (Yacana) 

ÅLactating llama (Uñallamacha) 


